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Meaning and aims of Punishment

 The punishment is defined as suffering, loss, pain, or any other
penalty that is inflicted on a person for the crime by the
concerned social and institutional administrative authority.

 Punishment is when something is done to a person (or animal)
that they do not like. It may be because they broke a rule.

 There are many aims of punishment society and offender.

 Protection

 retribution 

 vindication 

 Deterrence

 reformation and 

 reparation



Forms of 
punishment

There are many forms of
punishment prevalent in the
society such as under_

 Capital punishment

 Imprisonment

 Probation

 Restitutioni

 Fine and 

 Cunityity service



Theories of Punishment

 Reformative theory

 Retributive theory

 Deterrent or Preventive theory

 Capital punishment theory

Reformativee theory 
The reformative theory of punishment emphasises on reformation of
offenders through the method of individualisation. It is based on the
humanistic principle that even if an offender commits a crime, he
does not cease to be a human being.



Retributive Theory
Retributive justice is a theory of punishment that when an offender

breaks the law, justice requires that he or she suffer in return. It also
requires that the response to a crime is proportional to the offence.
Prevention of future crimes (deterrence) or rehabilitation of the
offender are other purposes of punishment.

Preventive Theory
This theory has used a restraint that an offender if repeats the

criminal act is culpable for death, exile or imprisonment.
The theory gets its importance from the notion that society
must be protected from criminals. Thus, the punishment here is
for solidarity and defense.



Deterrent theory
The deterrence theory tries to put an end to the crimeby causing

fear of punishment and by setting an example for the society.
This theory says that people obey the law because they are scared
of getting caught and being punished.

Capital punishment theory
Capital punishment, also known as the death penalty, is a
government-sanctioned practice whereby a person is put to death
by the state as a punishment for a crime. According to this
Theory capital punishment serves as a specific deterrent or Fear
For the executed criminals will never kill again.
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